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that Leo Thorsness was shot down. He
was captured and spent 6 years in the
‘““Hanoi Hilton”’—6 years in the dark-
ness. It was there that he met his cell-
mate, our colleague and future Sen-
ator, JOHN MCCAIN.

Imagining 6 days in such a terrible
place is more than most people can
handle, never mind 6 years. But Leo
Thorsness endured; he saw the mission
through. When he returned in 1973, it
was to an astonished and grateful na-
tion, but the man himself was unfazed.
He called his wife after being released
and said: ‘T would have called sooner,
but I've been all tied up.”

He later went on to serve in the
Washington State Senate and run for
other offices. But his legacy is not one
of the titles he won; it is the example
he set.

He was quite a man, Leo Thorsness.
And though we have lost him, we will
keep his memory for a good long time
to come.

Leo Thorsness, rest in peace.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
NOMINATION OF MARK GREEN

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, as rank-
ing member of the Appropriations Sub-
committee on the Department of State
and Foreign Operations, I welcome the
nomination of Ambassador and former
Member of Congress Mark Green to be
the next Administrator of the U.S.
Agency for International Development.

Ambassador Green brings a wealth of
experience to this important position.
He has been president of the Inter-
national Republican Institute since
2014. In 2013, he was president and chief
executive officer of the Initiative for
Global Development, and before that,
he served as senior director at the U.S.
Global Leadership Coalition, a network
of 400 businesses, nongovernmental or-
ganizations, policy experts, and others
supporting the role of development in
U.S. foreign policy. He served as the
U.S. Ambassador to Tanzania from 2007
to 2009. While there, he led a mission of
more than 350 Americans and Tanza-
nians and was ultimately responsible
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for some of the largest U.S. overseas
development programs. Prior to his
serving as U.S. Ambassador, Mark
Green served four terms in the U.S.
House of Representatives, representing
Wisconsin’s 8th District.

Ambassador Green also served on the
board of directors of the Millennium
Challenge Corporation, after being ap-
pointed to that position by President
Obama. He is currently on the Human
Freedom Advisory Council for the
George W. Bush Institute and cochairs
the Consensus for Development Re-
form, a coalition of policy and business
leaders devising new principles for
making development policy more effec-
tive and growth-oriented. He is a board
member of WorldTeach and a member
of the Council on Foreign Relations.

Since 1989, as either chairman or
ranking member of the subcommittee
that provides the funding for USAID’s
operations and programs, I know the
critical role that it plays in promoting
and protecting U.S. interests around
the world. Its field missions are its
greatest strength, and countless lives
have been saved, conflicts avoided, and
government institutions strengthened,
thanks to the global health, social and
economic development, and democracy
programs administered by USAID.
These programs are not charity. They
are essential and complementary to
the roles played by our diplomats and
soldiers.

President Trump has talked about
“America First.” We all want this
country to be the best it can be, but
slogans are not a substitute for effec-
tive policies. Creating jobs at home is
not, by itself, a foreign policy. The
United States cannot remain a leader
in the global economy, where the
gravest security problems we face can
only be solved by working with other
countries, if we reduce our engagement
with the world. The vacuum we leave
will quickly be filled by our competi-
tors, and it will be difficult if not im-
possible to recover lost ground.

At a time when OMB is proposing to
slash USAID’s budget and downgrade
its overseas presence, the nomination
of Ambassador Green is a positive sig-
nal. If confirmed, I look forward to
working with him and subcommittee
Chairman GRAHAM, as well as with our
House appropriations subcommittee
counterparts Chairman ROGERS and
Ranking Member LOWEY, to ensure
that USAID has the resources it needs
to continue and expand its presence
and impact around the world.

———
VOTE EXPLANATION

Mrs. McCASKILL. Mr. President, I
was necessarily absent for today’s vote
on the motion to invoke cloture on the
nomination of Robert Lighthizer to be
U.S. Trade Representative, with the
rank of Ambassador. I would have
voted yea.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I in-
tend to object to any unanimous con-
sent request at the present time relat-
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ing to the nomination of Courtney
Elwood of Virginia to be the general
counsel of the Central Intelligence
Agency.

I will object because the CIA has still
not responded to my letters from April
14, 2014; and April 5, 2017, requesting de-
classification of two congressional no-
tifications, CNs, about whistleblower
communications. In 2014, the inspector
general of the Intelligence Community
issued two CNs about whistleblower
communications. The first, sent on
March 28, 2014, had the unclassified
subject line ‘‘Whistleblower Commu-
nications.” The second, sent on March
31, 2014, had the unclassified subject
line ‘““Whistleblower Communications—
Clarification.”” Both documents were
classified Secret/NOFORN. I requested
that the CNs be declassified as soon as
possible. More than 3 years have passed
since my initial request, and I still
have not received declassified versions
of the documents or an explanation of
why the documents have not been de-
classified.

The information contained in the two
CNs raises serious policy implications,
as well as potential Constitutional sep-
aration-of-powers issues. The CNs do
not appear to contain any information
about sources or methods, and there is
a strong public interest in their con-
tent. As a matter of respect, for a co-
equal branch of government, my de-
classification request should have been
processed in a timely manner. More-
over, under the executive branch’s own
regulations, there are time limits that
apply to processing declassification re-
quests and classification challenges
that the CIA has failed to meet.

In addition, I have requested copies
of the CIA’s PPD-19 procedures and
policies which allow CIA whistle-
blowers to seek relief from reprisal, but
the CIA has refused, stating that the
documents are classified and for CIA’s
internal use only. PPD-19 was largely
codified by the Intelligence Authoriza-
tion Act, and so the CIA is also re-
quired by law to implement such a pol-
icy. It is now at issue in a Federal law-
suit challenging the CIA’s failure to
adhere to its own procedures under the
Administrative Procedures Act.

My objection is not intended to ques-
tion the credentials of Ms. Elwood in
any way. However, the CIA must recog-
nize that it has an ongoing obligation
to respond to Congressional inquiries
in a timely and reasonable manner.

———

NATIONAL NURSES WEEK

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today
I wish to recognize the invaluable work
of nurses. With 3 million nurses nation-
wide, these men and women make up
the largest providers of healthcare in
the country. I am proud to acknowl-
edge the talents and successes of these
caregivers as we recognize National
Nurses Week.

These dedicated health professionals
provide quality care to patients every
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